STATEMENTS OF RECONCILIATION

OREGON-IDAHO – as of March 2021

(alphabetical by State then city)


I D A H O

BOISE STATE UNIVERSITY UNITED METHODIST STUDENTS

Boise ID

Welcome and Mission Statement

Reaching out to the college community through a non-threatening Christian environment, by inviting and welcoming all persons, regardless of age, race, ethnicity, culture, gender, sexual orientation, economic, physical or mental ability;

Assisting individuals in their spiritual journey, by weekly study and worship, where students can gain the knowledge of the love of Jesus Christ, and develop skills in applying that love in their daily lives; and

Providing opportunities to serve others, by reaching out into our local and global community, to raise awareness of the social justice issues that surround us on a daily basis.











-- August 14, 2006

HILLVIEW UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Boise ID

Hillview United Methodist is a Reconciling Congregation and welcomes all persons into full participation in the life of the congregation regardless of age, sexual orientation, gender identity, family configuration, racial or ethnic background, economic status, or mental or physical abilities.  As we journey to the reconciliation of all persons as children of God, we celebrate our human family’s diversity.









-- May 15, 2011

RAINBOW CONNECTION RECONCILING COMMUNITY
Boise ID

The Rainbow Connection is an open, affirming and reconciling community. We believe all people are of sacred worth, deserving of full inclusion into the body of Christ. We affirm that all people are created in the image of God and are beloved children of God. We specifically and intentionally recognize the calling, purpose and unique gifts of LGBTQ persons to the world. We celebrate the human family in all of our diversity of sexual orientation, gender identity and gender expression. We embrace that God is made known as we share our authentic and actual selves with one another. We welcome all who have experienced the pain of exclusion or discrimination in the church or in society. We commit to being present with one another in Christian community.




-- June 5, 2019

TRINITY RECONCILING METHODIST GROUP OF TRINITY UMC

Idaho Falls ID

We are a welcoming community with open hearts, open minds, open doors on a journey of life and faith together. Our Reconciling Group is centered to love God, our neighbors and to serve the community.  We do this through worship, celebration, acts of giving, caring and prayer. We welcome you just as you are. Together we will ask questions about God, share joys, laughter, concerns and tears. We welcome and affirm people of all sexual orientations, gender identities, and racial and ethnic heritages. Whether you are young or old, queer or straight, single or married, full or empty, dressed up or dressed down, who you are and where you are on life's journey matters to us.


-- December 1, 2019

ALPINE ABBEY (at New Meadows UMC)

New Meadows ID

We celebrate God’s gift of diversity and value the wholeness made possible in community equally shared and shepherded by all. We welcome and affirm people of every gender identity, gender expression, and sexual orientation, who are also of every age, race, ethnicity, physical and mental ability, level of education, and family structure, and of every economic, immigration, marital, and social status, and so much more. We acknowledge that we live in a world of profound social, economic, and political inequities. As followers of Jesus, we commit ourselves to the pursuit of justice and pledge to stand in solidarity with all who are marginalized and oppressed.

-- February 28, 2021
O R E G O N

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Albany OR

At Albany First United Methodist Church, Jesus calls us to affirm that everyone is a beloved child of God, worthy of love and belonging. We celebrate humanity’s diversity of sexual orientation, gender identity, race, nationality, economic status, family status, political identity, physical and mental ability. We welcome all into the full life, leadership, and ministries of the congregation. Whoever you are, we invite you to share our faith journey with us as we strive to be the inclusive church God calls us to be in our community and the world.






-- April 14, 2019
FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Ashland OR

As a Reconciling Congregation, the Ashland First United Methodist Church welcomes all persons into full participation in our church programs regardless of race or ethnic background, political persuasion, social economic background, or sexual orientation.




-- September 21, 2008
FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Beaverton OR

We proclaim that all people are created in the image of God and affirm that each person, regardless of age, economic status, faith history, ethnicity, gender, mental or physical ability, marital status, sexual orientation, or gender identification, is a beloved child of God and worthy of God’s love and grace.

We support the full participation of all persons in every phase of church life. Through education and informal discussion, we will strive to better understand those who are different from ourselves to bring about a more accepting society.

We recognize ourselves to be a reconciling congregation within The Oregon Annual Conference and choose to officially associate ourselves with the Reconciling Ministries Network within the United Methodist Church. We see this network as a sign of hope and through this association offer our witness to other congregations within our denomination to foster the spirit of reconciliation and movement toward inclusiveness.







-- April 12, 2015

BEND CHURCH - UNITED METHODIST

Bend OR

We are Bend Church, United Methodists of all sexual orientations and gender identities making disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world. We have open hearts, open minds, and open doors. This congregation tries hard to create a safe place for everyone to ask their questions about God. None of us has it all together. We all need the grace of Jesus Christ.

March 5, 2017

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Corvallis OR

We are a Reconciling Congregation that welcomes everyone into full participation in the life of this church! Your age, sexual orientation, gender identity, racial or ethnic background, economic situation, marital status, and physical or mental condition will enrich the fabric of our community. We accept all people as children of God.”






-- August 3, 2013

UNITED CAMPUS MINISTRY AT WESTMINSTER HOUSE, OREGON STATE UNIVERSITY

Corvallis, OR

Honoring the radically inclusive ministry of Jesus, we seek to cultivate a progressive Christian community that welcomes all students in celebrating the diversity of race, ethnicity, nationality, citizenship, gender identity, sexual orientation, ability, financial circumstance, and faith tradition.











-- May 19, 2011

ESTACADA UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Estacada OR

(This UMC closed June 2006.)

We believe that all persons are recipients of God’s love and grace, and that God intends the church to be a community which incarnates love, grace, and justice for all people.

As a sign of faithfulness to God’s covenant with all humankind, we discern that God is challenging the Christian community to accept lesbians and gay men as sisters, brothers and co-workers in the household of faith.

We are distressed by the presence of discrimination and prejudice within the United Methodist Church and in our society.  Fear and hatred reflect neither God’s love nor God’s intent for the community of faith.

We affirm the participation of lesbians and gay men in all aspects of our life together.  We seek to address and advocate the needs and concerns of gay men and lesbians in our church and society.  We strive to utilize the gifts of all persons in our ministry without regard to sexual or affectional orientation.

It is our prayer that affirmation of the integrity and worth of all persons will bring reconciliation to those within the church who because of prejudice or ignorance find themselves in exile from the family of God.

 “Grateful for God’s forgiving love, in which we live and by which we are judged, and affirming our belief in the inestimable worth of each individual, we renew our commitment to become faithful witnesses to the gospel, not alone to the ends of earth, but also to the depths of our common life and work.”  (from the United Methodist Social Principles)











-- November 8, 1989

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Eugene OR

Eugene First United Methodist Church is a Reconciling Congregation.  As followers of the life and teachings of Jesus Christ, we affirm that all people are created in the image of God, are beloved children of God, and are worthy of God's grace. In accord with the mission and ministry of John Wesley, we hold to a vision of an inclusive church with open hearts, open minds, and open doors; one which welcomes people of diverse faith journeys, theological beliefs and opinions in a loving and caring community.  All persons of any sexual orientation, gender identity, age, race, ethnicity, marital or family status, economic situation, mental or physical ability are welcome to attend, join, and participate fully in the life of our faith community as sisters and brothers in Christ.




-- April 15, 2008
TRINITY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Eugene OR

As members of the Reconciling Ministries Network, we at Trinity United Methodist Church believe that all persons are welcome to participate in the ministry, life, and leadership of the church. We specifically welcome all persons regardless of race, age, sex, family status, immigration status, socio‑economic status, sexual orientation, gender identity, or ability. Further, as a community we agree to nurture relationship with one another as a means of Christian Living.


-- April 30, 2017
UNITED METHODIST WOMEN

First United Methodist Church, Eugene OR

We are a Reconciling Unit of United Methodist Women at First United Methodist Church, Eugene, Oregon. We are disciples of Christ, welcoming ALL, ensuring that persons of any sexual orientation, gender identity, age, race, ethnicity, marital or family status, economic situation, mental or physical ability are welcome to participate in mission and ministry without exclusion. We are seeking justice for and doing kindness to the women, children and youth of the world. Our mission is to transform their lives and ours.









-- September 2012
WESLEY FOUNDATION

Eugene OR

RECONCILING CAMPUS MINISTRY

The Wesley Foundation is a reconciling campus ministry

The University of Oregon Wesley Foundation seeks to make our campus ministry a welcoming environment; an open community where all can gather in fellowship and worship. We strive to make our campus ministry a spiritual home and safe place for all members of the campus community. We work to nurture individuals in their faith journeys and encourage each person to grow in response to the constant challenges and transitions presented in the university setting.

We recognize the discrimination inflicted upon gay, lesbian, and bi-sexual persons within our Christian community. After a year of continuous study, we have decided to take a stand and work to end this discrimination, which we believe does not reflect God's love, grace, and justice. Despite any prejudices held by humans, we know that God's love, grace, and justice are extended to all persons.

We are called by God to speak out with welcoming voices to gay, lesbian, and bi-sexual persons. We will address and advocate the needs and concerns of these individuals as we attempt to create an open, accepting, and non-judgmental atmosphere for all persons.

Grateful for God's love and reconciling power, we renew our commitment to become faithful witnesses of the gospel. We know that we are not alone in this task. We trust that God will help us to fulfill our commitment in our common life and work.

Therefore, the University of Oregon Wesley Foundation proclaims itself a reconciling campus ministry, an open and affirming group that strives to utilize the gifts of all persons in our ministry.







Adopted by a student vote, March 10, 1995






Adopted by Wesley Foundation Corporation, May 9, 1995

WESLEY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Eugene OR

At Wesley United Methodist Church, we believe that nothing can separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus (Romans 8:31). We invite you to worship, wonder, and discover God's grace with us and to participate fully in our community of faith. Whether you are young or old, gay or straight, single or married, full or empty, who you are and where you are on life's journey matters to us. You are welcome here to seek with us the God who seeks us all. Wesley UMC is a Reconciling Congregation affiliated with Reconciling Ministries Network. We welcome all people regardless of sexual orientation and gender identity.








-- June 1, 2014

FLORENCE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Florence OR

Following the example of Jesus Christ and with the goal of “Open Hearts, Open Minds, Open Doors,” we welcome with love all persons regardless of race, ethnicity, disability, sexual orientation, or gender identity to full participation in the life and ministries of Florence United Methodist Church.
· September 18, 2011
NEWBERG FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Newberg OR

You are welcome here.

Jesus said to love God and love your neighbor as yourself. We, the congregation of Newberg First United Methodist Church, follow this commandment by welcoming all.

We celebrate God’s gift of diversity and value the wholeness made possible in community equally shared and shepherded by all. We welcome and affirm people of every gender identity, gender expression, and sexual orientation, who are also of every age, race, ethnicity, physical and mental ability, level of education, and family structure, and of every economic, immigration, marital, and social status, and so much more. We acknowledge that we live in a world of profound social, economic, and political inequities. As followers of Jesus, we commit ourselves to the pursuit of justice and pledge to stand in solidarity with all who are marginalized and oppressed.

We welcome you to join us in our faith journey toward greater love, understanding, and mutual respect. Come, grow in grace with us.






-- October 2022

NEWMAN UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Grants Pass OR

Newman United Methodist Church is an open, affirming congregation that welcomes people of all ages, races, sexual orientations, gender identities, and political persuasions.

-- October 1, 2017

GRESHAM UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Gresham OR

We welcome everyone into the life of our faith community regardless of age, racial or ethnic background, physical or mental condition, marital or economic status, sexual orientation/gender identity or faith journey. This non-judgmental view has come from our process of learning, spiritual growth and sharing life experiences with all who gather here.




-- October 2013

HILLSBORO UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Hillsboro OR

At Hillsboro United Methodist Church, we love everyone because we believe that everyone is a beloved child of God. We celebrate the God-given diversity of the human family: every person of every sexual orientation, every gender identity, every nationality, every ethnicity, every ability, every status.
We love and welcome you exactly as you are.




-- June 3, 2018
JEFFERSON UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Jefferson OR

Jefferson United Methodist Church of Jefferson Oregon is a congregation who welcomes and affirms all people inclusive of race, nationality, age, gender, gender identity, marital status, sexual orientation, physical ability, mental ability, economic class, or educational class. We strive to accept people for who they are in the present and wherever they are on their spiritual journey. We recognize ALL person are of sacred worth. Allowing ourselves to become better listeners, willing to respect the views of others, recognizing the diversity of creation, as the Spirit of God moves in and through us. We believe in making disciples of Jesus Christ by ministering to and with the community.  We invite ALL to enter into fellowship and worship with us. At JUMC:  EVERYONE MATTERS. EVERYONE IS WELCOME. EVERYONE IS LOVED. WE STAND WITH LBGTQ PERSONS—UNCONDITIONALLY.











-- June 23, 2019
JUNCTION CITY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Junction City OR

At Junction City United Methodist Church, we welcome all people to participate in our church community and worship life without insisting they become like us in order to be accepted.  This includes (but is not limited to) believers and agnostics, conventional and unconventional Christians, questioning skeptics, women and men, those of all sexual orientations and gender identities, all races and cultures, all classes and abilities, those who hope for a better world and those who have lost hope.












-- April 1, 2007

LEBANON-SWEET HOME RECONCILING GROUP

Lebanon and Sweet Home OR

With open hearts, minds, and doors, we welcome all as individuals of sacred worth, regardless of sexual identity.  We shall honor and promote the full participation of GLBT people and their allies in the life of the United Methodist Church.







-- May 24, 2009

INCLUSIVENESS COMMITTEE of LAKE OSWEGO UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Lake Oswego OR

The Lake Oswego United Methodist Church’s Inclusiveness Committee wants to affiliate with the RMN as a Reconciling community. Below is our church’s Reconciling statement, the product of work which began in 2009 with roots going back many years. Our congregation as a whole is not yet ready to take the step of joining the national Reconciling movement; however, we as a Committee want to be known publicly as standing for the goals of the RMN and its 30 years of action for justice and inclusion of all God’s children.








-- April 27, 2014
LOUMC Statement of Welcome and Inclusivity:
Lake Oswego United Methodist Church affirms that all individuals are of sacred worth, without exception. All means all. We commit ourselves to be in ministry for and with all persons, regardless of age, race, ethnicity, faith, sexual orientation, gender identity, economic condition, marital status, or abilities. We welcome all persons who seek God's love through Jesus Christ and who desire to journey together toward greater understanding and mutual respect. (Oct 7, 2012)
MADRAS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Madras OR

As a Christian community called to be inclusive, caring and peace minded, we affirm that people of any race, ethnic identity, gender identity, sexual orientation, ability, age, economic status, or life situation are welcome in our congregation.





-- April 22, 2012

MEDFORD FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Medford OR

As the congregation of the First United Methodist church of Medford, the church fully embraces the statement 'open hearts, open minds, and open doors.' We celebrate our diversity and invite all persons regardless of sexual orientation, gender identity, gender expression, age, racial or ethnic background, marital, socioeconomic status, nationality, physical or mental ability, into full participation in the life of the church, including all sacraments. We affirm the ordination and marriage or heterosexual, gay, lesbian, bisexual and transgender persons.






May 5, 2019
MCMINNVILLE COOPERATIVE MINISTRIES

McMinnville OR

We are a welcoming Christian community, united in our desire to work with all people to restore all of creation to God’s loving embrace. McMinnville Cooperative Ministries is a union, a marriage of two hearts with a unique and beautiful vision of worship. McMinnville United Methodist Church and Trinity Lutheran Church of McMinnville came together to form their vision of a new and welcoming community of people. A place for those who felt displaced, wronged or un‑included in religious groups before. Those seeking a community of loving people who work to help those around them. The Coop is a spiritual community, seeking to make the world better one day, one person at a time.
We want you to join us…

Whether you are gay, straight, lesbian, bisexual, heterosexual or questioning,
Whether you are Methodist, Lutheran or neither,
Whether you are Latino, Asian, Black, White, Native American, or multiracial,
Whether you drive, walk, ride a bike, are driven here or if we are called to go to you,
Whether you are single, married, divorced, separated, widowed or partnered,
Whether you are female, male or transgender,
Whether you are 3, 33, 63 or 103 years old,
Whether you own your home, rent, live with your parents or have no home,
Whatever your strengths or weaknesses, gifts or challenges they will be honored.











-- June 14, 2018

ST. PAUL’S UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Milwaukie OR

St. Paul's invites all people into Christ's ministry. We welcome everyone into full participation in the life of the congregation regardless of age, gender or gender identity, racial or ethnic background, sexual orientation, economic status, marital status, and physical or mental abilities. We are devoted to the reconciliation of all people as children of God.



-- December 7, 2014

OAK GROVE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Oak Grove OR

Welcoming Statement
At Oak Grove United Methodist Church, ALL are welcome — young or old; rich or poor; straight or queer; married, divorced or single; all ethnicities — everyone. You are safe here.
Expanded Welcoming Statement
At Oak Grove United Methodist Church we believe that through His example, Jesus reveals a God whose love knows no limits. Through this inclusive love, we also believe we are all in this together. While we have always been a welcoming church, we want to make it clear that ALL are safe and welcome in our congregation. Every person is cherished, and differences are valued. This includes:

· those who think they have it all figured out and those who don't even know if they believe in God.

· those of every generation.

· those who are single, married, divorced, separated or partnered.

· those who identify anywhere on the LGBTQIA+ spectrum.

· those who are male, female, non-binary or any other gender identity.

· those of any race and/or ethnicity.

· those who are immigrants or refugees, regardless of their home countries or the religion in which they were raised.

· those who are fully-abled, disabled or of differing abilities.

· those who own their own home, rent, sleep on someone's couch, or are homeless.

· those who identify as liberal or conservative or anywhere in between.

· those who are at any stage in recovery.

· those who have an interesting past or may have just been released from prison.

In other words, EVERYONE is welcome here. You are safe to join us!

We acknowledge no one is perfect, but we aspire to be a community of love and forgiveness.












-- May 21, 2017

OREGON CITY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Oregon City OR

The Oregon City United Methodist Church affirms that we value and welcome the participation of all people in the life of our church.  We seek to love all people as Jesus Christ taught regardless of their ethnicity, race, socio-economic status, gender identity, exceptionalities, language, religious faith/background, sexual orientation, and geographic location.


-- June 4, 2017

18th AVENUE PEACE HOUSE RECONCILING COMMUNITY

  (formerly Metanoia Peace Community United Methodist Church)

Portland OR

Carrying on the tradition of our parent body, Metanoia Peace Community United Methodist Church, the residents of the 18th Ave Peace House in Portland, Oregon, are “gay and straight together,” and are proud to be allied with the Reconciling Ministries Network

We embrace the admonition of the Apostle Paul in this letter to Roman Christians:  “Welcome one another . . . as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God.”  For us this means sharing hospitality with a rich variety of residents, guests, and sojourners without regard to gender identification, sexual orientation, racial heritage, age, physical or mental ability, economic capacity, immigrant status or any other designation that divides rather than unites people in Christ.

-- January 2013 (original statement signed June 1990, revised May 2011)

CHRIST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Portland OR

We, Christ United Methodist Church, hold sacred the open communion table and recognize open communion as a central tenet of Methodism. Communion is open to all who seek an understanding and relationship with God. We are blessed by the diversity of our neighborhoods and our world. We seek to be a blessing to our neighbors both locally and globally. We affirm that all people are created in the image of God which includes our differences in sexual orientation, gender identity, race, ethnicity, age, faith history, economic status, marital status, physical and mental ability. We live out our faith by working to heal our broken world through social justice and change. We believe in the vision of John Wesley that we can love alike even if we do not think alike. We welcome questioning and doubt as expressions of great faithfulness. We proclaim this statement of welcome to all who have known the pain of exclusion or discrimination in the church or in society. We commit to be agents of change until all are fully embraced in our churches as God embraces us.



-- June 23, 2019

EPWORTH UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Portland OR

Rooted in Christ’s love, our diverse community founded by Japanese immigrants welcomes and celebrates seekers from all walks of life: all races, all ethnicities, all sexual orientations, all gender identities or expressions, all ages, all income levels, and all abilities, exceptionalities or intersections that make you uniquely you.







-- September 2019
FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Portland OR

As a Reconciling Congregation, all are welcome to participate in the full life of the church, including all races, abilities, ages, classes, gender identities, and sexual orientations.





-- January 26, 2016 (original statement adopted May 18, 1994)
FREMONT UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Portland OR

Fremont UMC affirms without equivocation that all human beings, having been created in God's image and having received the breath and grace of God, are God's children. Sexual orientation or gender identity have no bearing on one's status as a beloved child of God. Our LGBTQI+ siblings are welcomed, affirmed, and fully embraced in this faith community. We are a church that embodies love and relentless, unapologetic, pursuit of equity and social justice.

-- March 2020
LINCOLN STREET UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Portland OR

Lincoln Street is a place of rest, laughter, and growth. We come to this family of faith because we know here our questions will be respected and our unique search for God will be encouraged. We believe God is most clearly known when diverse people seek new insights, question hurtful assumptions, employ a multiplicity of images for the divine, and create a warm, playful community. We welcome people of all ethnic groups, income brackets, spiritual traditions, sexual orientations, and gender identities.
We are distressed by the presence of homophobia, transphobia, and heterosexism within the United Methodist Church and in our society. We believe that such fear and hatred reflect neither God's love nor God's intent for the community of faith. We hope our affirmation of the wholeness of all persons will bring reconciliation to people within the church who, because of prejudice, heterosexism, or ignorance, find themselves in exile from the family of God.
We affirm the participation of all persons in all aspects of our life together and join in celebrating all sexual orientations. We seek to address and advocate the needs and concerns of Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, and Transgender persons in our church and society. We strive to utilize the gifts of all persons in our ministry, recognizing that all persons are recipients of God’s love and grace.

-- Revised January 2014

MONTAVILLA UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Portland OR
Welcome to this place of rest, laughter, and growth.  We come here because our questions are respected, our insights encouraged, and our hunger for mission is shared.  Members of this community, who include people of various ethnic groups, income levels, levels of ability, religious backgrounds, sexual orientations and gender identities, invite you to make this your home. 

-- May 15, 2014

PIONEER UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Portland OR

Statement of Welcome and Affirmation

Pioneer UMC: A Reconciling Congregation of the United Methodist Church.

We are welcoming and affirming because true hospitality is an invitation to place and to grace.

We affirm that all people are created in the image of God and as beloved children of God, all are worthy of God’s love and grace. We welcome the full inclusion of all people in the life and ministries of Pioneer United Methodist Church as we journey toward reconciliation through Christ.

We are called to the ministry of reconciliation. We embrace as a gift the diversity of our neighborhood and the world. We celebrate our human family’s diversity of sexual orientation, gender identity, race, ethnicity, age, faith history, economic status, marital status, physical and mental ability, and education. 

We recognize that there are differences among us, but believe that we can love alike even though we may not think alike. We proclaim this statement of welcome to all who have known the pain of exclusion or discrimination in the church and society. We invite all people to join us in our faith journey toward greater love, understanding, and mutual respect.


- Adopted December 1, 2015

ROSE CITY PARK UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Portland OR

God, as known to us in Jesus Christ, welcomes all. So do we. We seek to be a caring and inclusive community. All people of any race, ethnic identity, gender, sexual orientation, age, ability, economic status, or life situation are welcome here.




-- September 28, 2010

SELLWOOD UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Portland OR

(This UMC closed June 2012.)

Sellwood UMC is a diverse faith community, called to a ministry of reconciliation. We celebrate our human family’s diversity of race, gender identity, age, sexual orientation, economic status, faith history, and mental and physical capacities. We affirm that all are created in the divine image, and we welcome the full inclusion of all people in the life and ministry of Sellwood UMC. We invite all to join us on our faith journey toward greater love, compassion, understanding and mutual respect.












-- December 16, 2010
SE PORTLAND PARISH (TRINITY AND SELLWOOD UM COMMUNITIES)

Portland OR

Our Parish celebrates and welcomes people of all sexual orientations and gender identities. We are actively engaged in finding ways to stand with God’s beloved LGBTQ children in pursuing justice and inclusion in society and in the larger body of the Church. All are truly welcome and loved here.











-- October 17, 2021
SUNNYSIDE CENTENARY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Portland OR

(This UMC closed September 2015.)

Sunnyside Centenary United Methodist Church as a faith community believes that all people are children of God, and that God's acceptance, grace and love are available to everyone.  We embrace as a gift the diversity of our neighborhood and the world.

We are called in ministry of reconciling all of God's people.  We welcome persons of all ages, races, ethnicities, sexual orientations, gender identities, economic conditions, marital status, and mental or physical abilities to attend, join and participate fully in the life of our community of faith.

We pray that by living out our call to love and accept all people, our community will be a blessing to each of its participants, to the wider community, and to our world so that we can truly state with conviction that we have open Hearts, Open Minds and Open Doors.

-- June 1, 2010

PORTSMOUTH UNION CHURCH (formerly UNIVERSITY PARK UNITED METHODIST CHURCH)
Portland OR

We, the University Park United Methodist Church, believe that God created and continues to create humankind in God’s own image. Thus, every human being is deserving of dignity, respect and love – a person of worth. Therefore, we affirm that as part of God’s good creation, all are beloved children of God, regardless of age, economic status, ethnicity, gender, ability, marital status, race, or sexual orientation. In keeping with this belief we have sought to become inclusive in our ministries with all persons. This inclusiveness affirms and welcomes lesbians and gay men as full participants in our faith community. We advocate their rights as human beings and as Christians, as together we work toward a just and caring society.

This statement of reconciliation is not entered into lightly. University Park United Methodist Church (UPUMC) has provided the opportunity for study of what it means to be a reconciling congregation for its members and visitors.  We have dialogued with each other as well as with other congregations. We have come to the conclusion that there is no other way to be true to the Gospel of Jesus Christ except to become a reconciling congregation – one that does indeed welcome all persons into our community of faith. This is congruent with whom we believe we are and are becoming as a congregation.

We pray for the leading of the Holy Spirit in continuing to create a vital, active and caring ministry within University Park United Methodist Church.  In becoming a reconciling congregation, we believe that we also are being reconciled to God and to one another.  All this is from “God who reconciled us to Godself through Christ, and has given us the ministry of reconciliation.” (II Corinthians 5:18).

We believe that reconciliation with all people is our mission as individuals and as a community. Thus, this action is consistent with our Biblical-theological understanding of our calling as disciples of Christ.  At the same time, we confess that we participate in oppression and that many of us fear welcoming what still seems “the stranger,” whether in the other or in ourselves. In becoming a Reconciling Congregation, we continue a journey of seeking God’s truth – a journey only just begun.












-- November 12, 1992

VERMONT HILLS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Portland OR

Vermont Hills United Methodist Church, as a Congregation of Reconciliation, believes that all people are children of God and that God's acceptance, grace and love are available to everyone.
We declare ourselves to be a faith community intent upon reconciling all God's people into one community of faith -- we are one people -- God's people.  We declare that persons of all ages, races, ethnicities, sexual orientations, gender identities, economic conditions, marital status, mental or physical abilities are welcome to attend, join, and participate fully in the life of our community of faith.
We pray that, by living out our call to love and accept all people, our community will be a blessing to each of its participants and to the wider community and to our world so that we can truly state with conviction that we have Open Hearts, Open Minds, and Open Doors.









-- Adopted December 10, 2006

WOODLAWN UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Portland OR
(This UMC closed June 2016.)

Statement of Welcome and Affirmation

Woodlawn UMC: A Reconciling Congregation of the United Methodist Church.

We are welcoming and affirming because true hospitality is an invitation to place and to grace.

We affirm that all people are created in the image of God and as beloved children of God, all are worthy of God’s love and grace. We welcome the full inclusion of all people in the life and ministries of Woodlawn United Methodist Church as we journey toward reconciliation through Christ.

We are called to the ministry of reconciliation. We embrace as a gift the diversity of our neighborhood and the world. We celebrate our human family’s diversity of sexual orientation, gender identity, race, ethnicity, age, faith history, economic status, marital status, physical and mental ability, and education.
We recognize that there are differences among us, but believe that we can love alike even though we may not think alike. We proclaim this statement of welcome to all who have known the pain of exclusion or discrimination in the church and society. We invite all people to join us in our faith journey toward greater love, understanding, and mutual respect.


-- Adopted July 19, 2015

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Salem OR

Reconciling Congregational Statement

As a Reconciling Congregation, we will take the following actions:

· Adopt the below Welcoming Statement as our church statement and make it available in print in our front office and post it on our church website.

· Register as a Reconciling Congregation with the national Reconciling Ministries Network.

· Identify our church as a Reconciling Congregation on our website homepage and on other social media platforms.

· Open our facilities for weddings of LGBTQ* people.

· Support the individual choice of each member of our clergy on whether to perform weddings of LGBTQ people.

· Advocate for full inclusion of all people into the life, ministry, and leadership of our church and denomination.

· Advocate for the civil and religious rights of all people in our community and state.

Welcoming Statement
We are a reconciling community of faith and believe that all people are created in God’s image and that God’s love and grace extend to everyone. We welcome the full inclusion of all people into our church family and into a walk with Jesus Christ regardless of:

· Race, creed, culture, or nation of origin;

· Sexual orientation or gender identity;

· Marital status;

· Physical or mental ability;

· Political or theological identity;

· Economic status; or

· Any other label placed upon people.

No matter where you are on your spiritual journey, you are welcome in the life, leadership, and ministry of Salem First United Methodist Church.

* – LGBTQ = Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, and Queer/Questioning











-- Adopted November 18, 2018

MORNINGSIDE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Salem OR

MISSION STATEMENT

We are ALL God’s people!

We are called by Christ to ministries of

Love, Justice and Reconciliation,

To our church, community and world.

STATEMENT OF NEED (Morningside UMC)

God loves all people and as followers of Jesus Christ we are called to accept persons of every race, nationality, age, gender, social condition, ability, marital status and sexual orientation.  Holy Scripture tells us we are all one in Christ.  There is no longer Jew or Greek, slave or free, there is no longer male and female; for all of you are one in Christ Jesus.  (Galatians 3:28)

This statement is a response in the light of our understanding of the gospel of Jesus Christ, to churches and individuals who are condemning gays and lesbians for biblical and religious reasons.  This has led to the current social climate which has put individuals at risk because of their sexual orientation.  All people, regardless of sexual orientation, are welcome in the United Methodist Church.  The United Methodist Book of Discipline affirms, Homosexual person, no less than heterosexual persons, are individuals of sacred worth...  We commit ourselves to be in ministry for and with all persons.  (Para. 71F, 1992 edition)
We acknowledge our different viewpoints on homosexuality.   However, we are united in our understanding of the sacred worth of all persons, including gays and lesbian.  We declare the need for this congregation of the United Methodist Church to take a special stand against the current bigotry, oppression and hatred of people based on sexual orientation.  Therefore, we the members of Morningside United Methodist Church choose to respond to this oppression and non-acceptance by declaring ourselves a Reconciling Congregation.

STATEMENT OF ACTION (Morningside UMC)

1. Clergy and laity at Morningside will be expected to accept persons of every race, national origin, age, gender, social condition, ability, marital status and sexual orientation.

2. Morningside will be a safe place for all people, including gay, lesbian and bisexual persons and members of their families.  We will share with others, through word and deed, that God loves and accepts all people, so that no one need be afraid for others to know their sexual orientation or that of any member of their family.

3. Ministry at Morningside will be done by and for all members of our faith community.  The unique needs of gay, lesbian, and bisexual persons will be addressed in programming along with the needs of other individuals and families.

4. We will publicly affirm our status as a reconciling congregation.

-- May 21, 1995

SWEET HOME UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Sweet Home OR

At Sweet Home United Methodist Church, we are responding to God’s call to feed the physical, social, and spiritual hungers of all people.  Believing ALL MEANS ALL, our congregation welcomes persons of all ages, races, ethnicities, sexual orientations, gender identities, economic conditions, marital status, family structures, and mental or physical abilities to attend, join, and participate fully in the life of our congregation.








-- February 10, 2010
TIGARD UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Tigard OR

As followers of Jesus Christ, Tigard United Methodist Church welcomes and affirms everyone. Through his example, Jesus reveals a God whose love knows no boundaries. We believe that God is the source of diversity in our world, and that God affirms and celebrates our diversity. Our community of faith is enriched and strengthened by the uniqueness of each person and the wonderful variety of our humanity. We welcome people of all sexual orientations and gender identities. We welcome people of all races and ethnicities. We welcome people regardless of age, class, economic status, health, ability, or any other identifying label. Through God's inclusive love we are bound together. Everyone is a beloved child of God. Everyone deserves to be included. Everyone is welcome at Tigard United Methodist Church.






-- June 12, 2016 (statement adopted); joined RMN May 18, 2017

TRINITY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Toledo OR

Trinity United Methodist Church is an inclusive and nurturing community of faith that welcomes all persons of any age, gender, race, ethnic origin, faith history, economic reality, family status, sexual orientation, gender identity, physical and mental ability or social standing as full participants in the life and work of this reconciling congregation.

We recognize there may be differences among us, but believe that we can love alike even though we may not think alike.

As a Reconciling Congregation, we believe that we are reconciled to God and to one another.

2 Corinthians 5:18 “All this is from God, who reconciled us to God’s self through Christ, and who gives us the ministry of reconciliation.”





-- October 19, 2008

OREGON-IDAHO RECONCILING UNITED METHODIST (OI RUMS)

STATEMENT OF PURPOSE
Conference-wide

We, the Reconciling United Methodist of the Oregon-Idaho Annual Conference, in order to embody “open hearts, open minds, open doors” will:

(1) help Oregon-Idaho United Methodist Churches and ministries be places of welcome and safety for lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, queer, questioning, intersex, and asexual (LGBTQIA) persons and become more inclusive in their day-to-day life, language, witness, and teaching;

(2) provide resources and support to local churches and ministries to help them discuss, develop, and publish statements that proclaim their welcome to all persons, specifically every race, nationality, age, gender, social condition, ability, marital status, sexual orientation, gender identity, previous faith experience, and questioners; and

(3) state clearly that we are not leaving the UMC and that we will find ways to promote unity.







-- adopted November 13, 2004; revised September 2, 2016
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